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COVID-19 
SCHOOL GENERAL RISK ASSESSMENT

VERSION 20
Date of Risk Assessment: January 11 2022
Last Updated by Jessica Sheldrick 
Assessment carried out by Jessica Sheldrick, has been reviewed by Catherine Walsh (Bursar), Martin Tynan (Head of Works Department) and the SLT
All other action points are to be reviewed regularly by SLT with preventative and protective measures taken where appropriate, and updated versions of the risk assessment will be published on the School website when changes are made. 
This risk assessment has been completed in line with Government guidance available as of 11th January 2022 for the particular challenges that Rishworth School faces in relation to COVID-19. It is likely that Government guidance will continue to change and issues may arise that will require dynamic risk assessing.
The risk assessment demonstrates how Rishworth School is reducing and mitigating risk so far as is reasonably practicable following the most up to date Government advice. 

As the country moves to Step 4 of the roadmap, the government (advised by DHSC and PHE) will continue to manage the risk of serious illness from the spread of the virus. This marks a new phase in the government’s response to the pandemic, moving away from stringent restrictions on everyone’s day-to-day lives, towards advising people on how to protect themselves and others, alongside targeted interventions to reduce risk. As COVID-19 becomes a virus that we learn to live with, there is now an imperative to reduce the disruption to children and young people’s education, particularly given that the direct clinical risks to children are extremely low, and every adult has been offered a first vaccine and the opportunity for two doses by mid-September. 

Rishworth’s priority is to deliver face-to-face, high quality education to all pupils. The evidence is clear that being out of education causes significant harm to educational attainment, life chances, mental and physical health. 
Attendance in school for students is mandatory of compulsory school age, unless the individual is self-isolating. In these instances the appropriate DfE registration ‘X’ code will be used for those self-isolating or an ‘I’ code will be used if they have a confirmed case of Covid-19. Where students are unable to return from abroad a ‘Y’ code will be used.
In the development of this risk assessment the following system of controls measures used are:

1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone

2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes

3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated

4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of Covid-19
	Important Note: 
	Rishworth School has an Outbreak Management Contingency Plan, in addition to this Risk Assessment, to cover measures that will be followed in the case of a local outbreak. This includes the stepping up and down of previous Covid-19 measures as directed by the relevant authority.


	What are the Hazards?
	Who might be affected?
	What additional controls have been put in place to reduce the risk of infection in accordance with Public Health advice?


	Are there any further actions necessary?
	Action by whom?
	Action by When?
	Done

	Mixing of individuals within school
	All
	Consistent groups or bubbles are no longer be required at a National level. 
Rishworth School will continue to keep allocated outdoor spaces for students as this allowed for age specific play.
Where appropriate, additional measures such as separate lunch sittings will be implemented as per the contingency plan and Public Health guidelines. 
Large gatherings of students, parents and staff will only take place when such gatherings do not pose specific risk to individuals. Each event will be individually risk assessed taking into consideration the up-to-date local COVID-19 guidance, in the absence of National guidance.
	Monitoring of local and Government advice
	JMS
	Ongoing
	

	Close contact with a Covid-19 individual
	All
	Contact Tracing:

NHS Test & Trace are unlikely to complete Test and Trace within the school setting. Rishworth will play it’s part in contacting families if it becomes appareant that a close contact with a positive case needs to be pursued. 
Students up to age 18 (and up to 6 months after their 18th birthday) and those fully vaccinated will not need to self-isolate.

Rishworth will advice individuals on the isolation period relevant to the individual based on National and Local guidance and on personal circumstances.

PCR testing and LFD testing will be advised as per the frequency recommended in National and Local guidance. As per the guidelines PCR and LFD testing will not be recommended for students under the age of 5 unless we are specifically advised to do so by Public Health.  

	Monitoring of local and Government advice
	JMS
	Ongoing
	

	Spread of Covid-19 through air borne droplets
	All
	Face Coverings:

Face coverings will be used in communal areas and/or in classrooms and or the school bus and minibus where we are directed to do so by Public Health or the DfE, except where individuals are medically exempt from doing so. 
As per DfE guidance students will not be required to wear a face covering when sitting internal or external tests/exams in exam conditions. These can be classroom based assessments or formal assessments in the hall.

Spare face coverings will be available to staff and students, though all individuals are actively encouraged to carry their own, unless they are medically exempt. (NB the school reserves the right to charge a nominal fee to cover replacement face coverings).


	Monitoring of local and Government advice
	JMS
	Ongoing
	

	Outbreak of Covid-19 in school
	All
	Outbreak:
If Rishworth has several confirmed cases with 14 days, we may have an outbreak. We will call the dedicated advice secretary on (0800 046 8687 and selecting option 1) who will escalate the issue to your local health protection team where necessary and advise if any additional action is required, such as implementing elements on our outbreak management plan. 
	Monitoring of in school cases
	DKR/JM/GB/DB/JMS
	Ongoing
	

	Poor Hygiene 
	All
	Hygiene Measures:
Hand hygiene

Frequent and thorough hand cleaning should now be regular practice. We will continue to ensure that pupils clean their hands regularly. This will be done with soap and water or hand sanitiser.
How to wash your hands signs will remain in all bathrooms. 
Hand sanitisers will remain in all entrances of the building alongside the entrance and exit to the dining room. ‘Sanitise your hands on entry’ signs will remain in place and students will be actively encouraged to use these units.
Respiratory hygiene 
The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important. Posters reminding students of this practise are around the school and will be re-enforced by staff

Use of personal protective equipment (PPE) 
Most staff in schools will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for their work. ‘Guidance on the use of PPE in education’ will be used when dealing individuals with positive or suspected Covid-19 individuals.
Cleaning Regimes:

The domestic departments cleaning schedule from previous Covid-19 risk assessments will be maintained. 

Classroom furniture:

Teaching staff should aim to ensure classroom furniture is wiped down twice per day using the virucide provided. Virucide should be left on the surface for at least 1 minute prior to wiping the surface down. Where teaching spaces are ‘shared’ staff should be vigilant in ensuring student and staff work spaces are sanitised before and after use.
Shared Staff Kitchen Spaces:

Staff should clean all of their own dishes and ensure that kitchen spaces are wiped down after use.


	Check all hand cleaning signs are still present in every bathroom 
Check all ‘Sanitise your hands on entry’ signs are still in situ and that sanitising units are kept stocked up
	Maintenance and Domestic


	Ongoing


	

	Poor Ventilation
	All
	Ventilation of occupied spaces:
Teachers in occupied teaching spaces should ensure an external window/s are opened and/or internal doors are propped open. 

Staff are encouraged to ‘purge’ teaching spaces, by opening all windows over break & lunch.

All external windows must be closed at the end of the working day for site security.
	Staff need to check each space that they use when they use them
	All
	Ongoing
	

	Individuals coming into contact with positive cases in the rest of community
	All
	Boarders: If a boarding student shows symptoms, they will self-isolate within the boarding house (often using one of the empty boarding houses) so that their usual support can continue, others may then benefit from self-isolating, Matron will review this on a case by case basis, according to National and Local guidance. 

Symptomatic individuals:

Anyone with symptoms should not use public transport so must be collected by a member of their family or household. 

Students awaiting collection, will be left in a room on their own, or remotely supervised (age appropriate) with a window opened for fresh air. Appropriate PPE will be used if close contact is necessary. Any rooms used will be cleaned after they have left. 

The household (including any siblings) should follow the PHE stay at home guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection. 

Asymptomatic testing:

Testing remains important in reducing the risk of transmission of infection within schools. Rishworth will continue to promote and provide LFD and PCR tests for use in the home and in school as per National and Local Guidance
Matron will continue to offer an asymptomatic testing site (ATS) on-site to offer testing to students who are unable to test themselves at home. 

The School reserves the right to refuse an individual from coming on to School site if, reasonably judged, that this is necessary to protect other staff and students.
	Monitoring of local and Government advice

Monitoring of in school cases
	JMS

DKR/JMS/KDF
	Ongoing

Ongoing
	

	Critically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) individuals are exposed to Covid-19
	CEV individuals
	All CEV children and young people should attend school unless they are one of the very small number of children and young people under paediatric or other specialist care who have been advised by their GP or clinician not to attend. Further information is available in the guidance on supporting pupils at school with medical conditions. You should ensure that key contractors are aware of the school’s control measures and ways of working.
All CEV adults should attend the workplace. All adults in the school are encouraged to take up the vaccine
	
	
	
	

	Impact on wellbeing 
	All
	The School Mental Health Policy will be adhered to when supporting students / staff whose wellbeing may have adversely been affected by Covid-19 or other factors.

In addition to the Rishworth School mental health policy, all staff, students and parents have been offered mental health training through the Charlie Waller Trust in January 2022 and have been provided with external signposts for help and support if required
	
	
	
	

	Educational Trips impacted by absence
	As relevant
	All new trips must ensure that insurance details have been discussed and agreed with the Bursar before being offered to students. 

International visits can go ahead where travel restrictions permit. Contingency plans will be put in place in the case of a green country moving to amber or red, due consideration should be given to all covid-19 risks such as the scenario that an individual has to self-isolate within the country of travel beyond the return date of the trip. 

All National trips will proceed where local restrictions permit.

All trips will have a full and though risk assessment completed prior to approval.
	Completion of Risk Assessments according to Trips and Visits Policy
	Organising staff member 
	As required
	

	Boarding Students returning
	All
	All Boarders returning must complete an LFD test on arrival. 

The school reserves the right to ask boarding students to complete a PCR test.

Students returning from overseas must adhere to the travel legislation set out in the government travel advice; students must follow the relevant quarantine, passenger locator forms and testing procedures relevant to the country/ies they travelled from and through. Please note that this changes frequently and it is the responsibility of Parents / Guardians to ensure students are compliant with the up-to-date guidance. Any legally required testing should be organised and is at the expense of parents. This includes any taxi fares associated with transporting students to testing sites.
	
	
	
	

	Remote Education:
Rishworth will support those who need to self-isolate (or who are unable to travel due to restrictions) in learning from home, if they are well enough to do so. Students will be set work using the Google Classrooms and where appropriate will be provided with a live feed to the lesson. This provision is only for students who need to access it for Covid-19 reasons. Students are expected to follow their normal school timetable. 


 Assessors Name: Jessica Sheldrick             Assessment Review Date: 11/01/2022
